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Introduction

We are a group of educators in adult ESL. who are concerned about the increase
in anti-immigrant sentiment in our communities, and its manifestation in the
English-Only movement. We have put together a packet of readings, pictures,
dialogues, and literaCy activities designed to help teachers and students explore
these issues in the classroom. This collection is not a curriculum in the
traditional sense. Rather, it is an assortment of materials that may be helpful in
addressing issues of language, culture and power, in general, and specifically the
movement to make English the official language of the United States. We hope
that by facilitating critical thinking around these issues, the materials included
here will help students clarity their views and become better informed about
English Only legislation.

This collection includes materials that we have created as well as material adapted
from commercial texts. We have also offered suggestions for classroom activities
for each piece. Though our focus is ESL, the materials are also appropriate for
native speakers of English; some of the readings could be integrated into an ABE
or GED curriculum with teachers’ variations on classroom activities Since we
wanted to provide as many options as possible, some of the materials address
similar or overlapping issues. Others may be unsuited to particular language
levels or linguistic groups. We invite teachers to mix, match, and adapt these
samples to create materials appropriate to their particular groups of students.

The packet is organized as follows:

Part I: This section focuses on the value of bilingualism and the preservation of
our native languages. The readings explore how we feel about our native
languages and how language issues affect families.

Part II: This section talks about the English Only movement and the effects it
has had or may have on the lives of immigrants, including a look at the Lowell,
Massachusetts referendum passed in 1989. Readings include a description of
“English Only,” accounts of its impact in “English Only” states, and a series of
open-ended scenarios that invite students to imagine some ways that English Only
laws might change their lives. This section also explores some of the sentiments
and fears that possibly motivate the English Only movement.

Part III: The materials in this section focus on altematives to English Only,
including an overview of the “English Plus” movement and the work of
Massachusetts English Plus Coalition. The materials aim to draw out student
views and encourage creative thinking around ways we can support people in
their efforts to maintain their languages and cultures as they learn English.

Part 1V: We have included background materials for teachers who may want to
do additional reading on English Only/English Plus. We have also included
several unadapted materials that teachers could develop for classroom use.
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Lucia’s Story

Lucia: Vafnonos, pues. (Let’s go)

Mario: I don’t want to go with you.
/

Lucia: Porque no? (Why not?)

Mario: Because you always speak in Spanish. It sounds
stupid. When you speak Spanish, everyone knows we come
from El Salvador.

Lucia: Tu familia habla espa'f{ol. Debes sentirte orgulloso de
tus raizes. (Your family speaks Spanish. You should be proud
of your heritage.)

Mario: English is better. All my friends speak English.
Anyway, I don’t understand Spanish.

1. Who do you think Lucia is? Who do you think Mario is?
What language is Lucia speaking? What language is Mario speaking?

2. What language does Mario want his mother to speak? Why?
What does Mario think about Spanish? Does Mario want people to know that his
family is from El Salvador? Why not?

Does Mario understand Spanish? Why does he say he doesn't?

3. How would you feel if Mario were your son?
Do your children ever feel like Mario? Do you want your children to learn your

language?
4. Why do children resist their parents’ languages?

5. What would you do if you were Lucia?
What would you say to Mario?

-
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Lucia’s Story -- Suggested Activities:

*Pre-reading: Pull out an evocative sentence, such as “Sometimes he is
impatient because I don't speak English.” and use it to discuss your students’ own
experiences and/or to predict Lucia’s story.

*Writing: Before reading, give students the last sentence of the story and have
them write their own beginnings.

Grammar:
--Try a modified cloze activity for present tense verb practice. Omit the verbs
and have students choose between first and third person verbs to fill the blanks.

--Write the story in the negative.

*Role play: a scene between Lucia and her son, or have students role play their
own similar experiences.

Note: For more advanced students, the dialogue and discussion questions that
follow the story may be more appropriate. See the dialogue “At the Store” for
more suggested activities.




Lucky People Who Speak Two Languages?*

Gwen Rollins speaks Spanish. She works at a day-care center. The centerisin a
Spanish neighborhood in a large American city. George Conway speaks French.
He works for the United Nations. He translates statements from English into
French. Mollie Warburg speaks Japanese. She went to school in Japan when she
was a little girl. She still writes to many of her Japanese friends.

All three people are bilingual--that is, they speak two (bi) languages. They speak
their own language, which is English. They also speak a second language. They
speak the second language almost as well as they speak English.

The United states had many bilingual speakers in the 1900's. Thousands of
people came to the United States from other countries. Big cities were full of
people who spoke languages besides English. People from Italy, Poland, and
Ireland all spoke different languages. So did people from Russia, China, and
Germany. Many Jewish people who came to America from Europe were already
bilingual. They spoke the main language of their native country, and they also
spoke Yiddish. Yiddish is a form of the German language.

‘The newcomers--the immigrants--realized that it would be a good time to learmn
English. It would help them succeed in their new land. So soon there were many
Americans who spoke two languages. They were bilingual. As the years passed,
the children of the first immigrants grew up. The immigrants often did not
teach their children their native language.

You may have had this happen in your own family. Perhaps your great
grandparents or other relatives came to America from another country. Do you
speak the language they spoke? Would you like to? Many people thin k it is too
bad that many of the old languages have died out. They thin k our country would
be better off if more people were bilingual.

Today, some people learn a second language in school, not at home. A second
language can help you get 2 job. You can be a translator like George Conway,
who translated English into French. You can be a social worker with people who
speak their own language better than English. You can be a language teacher or a
teacher of bilingual classes. If you travel, you will enjoy yourself and leam more
if you know the language of the country.

No matter where you live, it is important to leamn the main language of that
place. This main language will help you in many ways in your everyday lifc. It

will also help you get a job. It is important, however, to keep your original, or
native language, t0o. You are a lucky person if you speak two languages!

(*Source unknown)
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At the Store

This dialogue dramatizes a scene that a student had witnessed in her
neighborhood,

(Note: the dialogue is in Spanish and English. We recommend that you adapt the dialogue and
characters to reflect other languages and cultures when appropriate. For example, Ana could
become Marie-Rose, the language Haitian Creole.)

(Ana is in a grocery store with her son, Marcos. Barbara is the cashier.)

Ana; Marcos, déjalo. No lo toca. (Marcos, leave it. Don't
touch it)

Barbara: Excuse me. We only speak English here.
Ana: I sorry. I no speak English.

Barbara:- This is America. You should speak English if you
want to live here.

Ana: Qué cosa? I no understand. (What’s wrong?)

Barbara: Why are you here if you don’t understand?

Ana:

il
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IS T e

Think About It

1. Make a list of people you know who speak two or more languages very well.
Tell what languages they know and how they leamned them, and why they learmed

them.

2. Do you know people who no longer speak their original language? Why did
they give up their native language? Do you think it was a wise decision?

3. Do you agree with some people who believe our country would be better off
if more people were bilingual? Why? Give reasons for your answer.

4. Do you think it is important for people to leam the main language of the
country in which they live? Why?

3. Do you think it is important also to keep a first language? Why?
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Suggested Activities for "At the Store”

Finish the dialogue in pairs or small groups and:
1. Discuss the various reactions/feelings they might have.
OR:

2. Have each pair or small group role play their version of the dialogue tc the rest of the class.
Discuss the various reactions/feelings.

3. Cut apart and then order the scrambled dialogue.

4. Discuss the interaction between the characters by doing an agree/disagree activity. The following
is a sample to get you started. Add your own.

AGREE OR DISAGREE?

—Anaand Barbam are friends

—Ana wants to understand English.

— Barbara Jikes Latinos. (Haitians, Chinese, etc.)
—_Ana should learn English.

___Barbara should leam Spanish (Creole, Chinese, etc.)

etc.

S. Have small groups write stories or chamacter sketches of the two characters or do this with the
whole class as a Language Experience story. This may lead the way to an ongoing "soap opera”
relationship between the characters, written by the students. .

B
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Part II: English Only
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What is English Only?

There is a movement in the United States called English Only. The people
participating in the English Only movement want to make English the official
language of the United States. If 33 states vote to make English the official
language of the U.S. Constitution,, then the fifty states can vote to change the U.
S. Constitution and make English the official language of the country. There is

an organization called U.S. English that raises a lot of money to support English
Only work.

In Massachusetts, there are also people who think English should be the official

language. For example, in 1989, in Lowell, Massachusetts, 2/3 of the voters
voted for English Only. But their non-binding vote cannot change Masachusetts
law.

Many people who support English Only think there are too many immigrants in
this country who do not want to learn English. They would like to pay less tax
money to help immigrants. They don't like to pay for bilingual services and
bilingual education. They believe that bilingual services discourage immigrants
from leamning English. They believe that the use of different languages divides
the United States and that English Only laws can help unite the country.

English Only laws would put in danger:

--bilingual assistance in voting and bilingual ballots

--bilingual translations in the courts

--interpreter services in emergency services like hot lines and emergency rooms,
in state agencies and elsewhere

--bilingual education

--multilingual social services
--multilingual employment training
--multilingual drivers license exams

--multilingual medical services like pregnancy counselling and AIDS prevention
education

-
.
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Official Language States

Arkansas 1987
Arizona 1988
California 1986
Colorado 1988
Florida 1988
Georgia 1986
Hawaii* 1978
Illinois 1969
Indiana 1984
Kentucky 1984
Mississippi 1987
Nebraska 1923
N. Carolina 1987
N. Dakota 1987
S. Carolina 1987
Tennessee 1984

Virginia 1981

State Year

*Officially bilingual--Native Hawaiian and English as coequal languages.

Legislation

Statute

Const. Amendment
Const. Amendment
Const. Amendment
Const. Amendment
Resolution

Const. Amendment
Statute

Statute

Statute

Statute

Const. Amendment
Statute

Statute

Statute

Statute

Statute

[4



What Do You Think?
(Yes/No/Don’t Know)

Suggested Activities:

Read the first two sentences of “What is English Only” to the class. If most students know
something about English Only, have students do this “quiz” in pairs as a pre-reading. Then have
them generate their own questions about English Only. Then have them read the text “What is
English Only” in small groups and do the "quiz" again.

1f most students don’t know anything about English Only, have them generate their own
questions about English Only. Then have them read the text in small groups and take the quiz.

All students, after taking the quiz, should then discuss the answers and idensify which items are
fact and which opinion. Make a list of the questions that remain about English Only. This can
becc):me a research project that involves reading more literature, having a speaker, holding a debate,
etc.

(Note: You may want to spend some time on discussing the difference between fact and opinion,
as well as ways to support an opinion or position.)

English is the official language of the United States.

English Only laws would prohibit bilingual signs everywhere.
Bilingual education discourages learning English.

English Only advocates want our taxes to pay for ESL programs.
English Only laws prohibit bilingual ballots for voting.

An official language would unify the United States.

Immigrants want to leamn English.

Seventeen states have pagsed English Only laws.

Massachusetts has an English Only law.

Immigrants benefit from English Only laws.



Please fill in the chart with reasons to support the “English
Only” movement (pro) and reasons not to support it (con). You
can use the ideas from the article and also add your own.

PRO CON




English Only - English Plus: What is happening in Massachusetts?
How Does It Affect You?

English Only

On November 7, 1989, the City of Lowell voted for a non-binding
referendum to make English the “official language of Lowell.” They voted to
make Lowell an “English Only”city. Because it is a non-binding referendum, that
means that English Only is not a law. It is a statement by citizens that they
support the idea of English as the official language. It is a first step to trying to
make English Only a law.

Here is what the Lowell referendum said:

Shall it be the policy of the people of Lowell that English is the official
language of the city of Lowell and that our city govemment requests:

1. Our senators and congressman to vote for English as our National

Language
2. Qur state legislators make English our Official State Language?

Yes or No

1.What do you think this referendum means?

2. Why do you think people voted for it?

3. Do you know anyone that voted for it? Why did they?
4. Would you vote for it? Why or why not?

George Kouloheras, a member of the Lowell schuol committee,
said that he wants to see legislation passed making English the Official Language
of Massachusetts . He wants English Only to become a law.

This means that many campaigas or initiatives will be started around the state
to convince people to vote for English Only. Some cities will see non-binding
referendum questions like Lowell's. Citizens will be asked: Do you think English
Only is good? If yes, then vote for it. The reason for this is to build a strong
feeling that people in Massachusetts want English Only.

a
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How would “English Only” affect you?

Places I speak English Places I use bilingual services If there were no bilingual services,
I would

Suggested Activities:

1. Have students help cach other complete the first two columns of this chart.

2. Review the use of the conditional form “would.”

3. Have students generate “would” statements in the 3rd columa.

4. Discuss the various strategles students have listed for coping with the loss of services.
What would they do? Who would they rely on? Etc.
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English Only/English Plus Cartoons: Ideas for Adapting to the
Classroom

Note: With all of the cartoons, the dialogue has been provided. "In the Workplace™ and "School
and Home" are in Spanish and English. "Emergency” is in Thai and English. The English
translations are attached to each cartoon. We suggest that you adapt the languages to your
students. You can do this by translating the bubbles of dialogue into the language(s) your students
speak, white out the dialgue we give you, and replace it with the more appropriate language.

I. IN THE WORKPLACE
(These two cartoons are meant to be sequential.)

DISCUSSION

(To vary techniques in discussion, try whole class discussion, small group discussions, or pair
discussions to ensure that everyone participates. Group students with like abilities together mix
more proficient students with beginners. Teacher can facilitate beginners, more advanced can
facilitate themselves, or more advanced can facilitate beginners. Then, the class can re-convene as
a whole group to discuss the different interpretations.)

--Have students look at cartoon number | for a few minutes.

--Ask some general description questions, then move into more interpretive questions so students
can analyze the situation and relate it to their own experiences. Here are some sample questions:
--Where are they?

--Who are they? (Identify the workers, supervisor)

--What are they talking about?

--What language are they speaking? Why?

--How does the supervisor feel? Why?

--Why doesn’t she want them to speak their own language?

--Do you think it is OK for them to use another language at work? Why, or why not?

--Do you speak languages other than English at work? Why?

--What do you think will happen?

VOCABULARY ‘

--As students are discussing the picture, write down the new vocabulary on a sheet of newsprint.
Hav:;s stit_xdents copy. Ask students if there is anything else in the picture they want to know the
words for.

Example:
--sewing machine, thread, factory/, ent shop, material, fabric, supervisor, floor lady, boss, etc.
--adjectives: helpful, cooperative,(1) angry, shocked, surprised (2)

WRITING

Beginning level: Have students generate simple sentences that the teacher can transcribe on the
board or students can write themselves.

Ex: She is sewing/ They are working/ She is angry

Intermediate/Advanced: Have students "flesh out™ the story by developing the characters, giving
them names, providing background on the factory and the relationship between the supervisor and
the workers, etc. Students can write alone or in pairs, then read their stories out loud to the class.
For editing, students can write on large sheets of newsprint, then the class can engage in
editing/correcting.
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GRAMMAR

--Pronoun practice and pronoun substitution
--Rewrite the story as though it happened last week.

DISCUSSION

Note: You can "white out” the supervisor's dialogue and leave it blank. Ask students
what they think the supervisor is saying and why. Or, use the cartoon with the dialogue and
adapt the following suggestions:

--What happened?

--What does the supervisor tell them? Why?

--How do the women feel?

--If there is an English Only law, can the supervisor make the women speak English?
--What can the women do?

--Has this ever happened to you, or someone you know at work?

--What did you do?

LA L DLl L Ll DL Ll L e Ll e DL L P P L P P Y L L L Ly L  E iy

II. SCHOOL AND HOME
Note: These two cartoons present two different scenarios, one "English Only”
and one "English Plus.” They are not meant to be sequential; mther,
they present two different possibilities of the same situation.

DISCUSSION -- School and Home 1

--Who are they?

--Where are they?

--Does she understand the paper?
--How does she feel? Why?
--Should she sign the paper? Why?
--What happens if she signs it?
--What should she do?

--Do you get notices from your child's school? Do you get notices from other places in English?
--Are they always in English?

--What do you do?

--Should the notices be in other languages?

VOCABULARY

--various kitchen vocabulary

--family relationships

--school notices and language in the notice
--emotions (frightened, afraid, frustrated, ...)

(io&'o
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School and Home -2-

--What is different in this picture?
-<Does she understand the paper?
--How does she feel?

--What should she do?

-What is the difference between the first situation and the second one? What could happen to the
child if she signed the paper?

FOLLOW UP

Have students role play follow up situations from both | and 2
{Example, in #2, have the mother call the school or visit the school and complain, etc.)

WRITING

Have students write a letter to the woman in #1 or #2 advising her what to do. In a multi-level
class, some students can contribute language orally while someone else transcribes it.

XYY T Y PP Y TP P IS T P PR Y Y P PP PY PP PP Y P P PR PR PP PR LA L2 P Y PP Y Y P Y P LYY P AT PR P Y PP PRI Y P PP PN T FY YT Y ¥ Y
.

EMERGENCY (1)

Note: There two cartoons are meant to be sequential. Cut them into two or cover the

bottom part of the picture when you begin. Also, please refer to suggestions for writing,
grammar and follow up from preceding cartoons.

DISCUSSION (Sample questions)

--Who are they?

--Where are they?

--What is happening?

--Whai should they do?

--Did you ever have an emergency like this?

--What happened?
--What do you think will happen to them?

VOCABULARY: (Note: The temptation might be to develop this into a survival skills lesson on
going to the hospital. That might make an excellent follow-up lesson, where you can bring in
photos of signs from all over the hospital, teach symptoms, medications, body parts, etc. For the

purp?scs of staying focused on language issues, it might be better to focus on the conflict in this
set o

--Emergency, Emergency room, directory, etc.
--Symptoms: fever, buming, breathing
--Review of body parts

ERIC 26
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Emergeacy (2)

--Where are they now?

--Who is behind the des! -What are they saying?
--What can they do?

--If English Only+s a law, could this happen?
FOLLOW UP

--Have students follow up with a story (collaborative, individual, pair work) about what happens
to the couple and their child

--Role play possible follow ups: If translation services are available, what would happen? If no
translation, what could happen?

SUMMARY

Have students write about the problems English Only Laws might causc, based on the examples
from the cartoons. Have them add problems from their own experieaces, or from readings.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Community Responds to English Only

Here are examples of the effects of English-only laws.*

In Arizona, parole hearings for non-English speaking prisoners
were postponed last year because the English Only law required
all government business to be done in English.

In Florida, the fire department could not distribute fire
prevention information in other languages than English.
Hospitals had to use only English in the information they gave
to mothers.

In Colorado, a school bus driver demanded that all children on
the bus speak English.

In New York, a policeman hung up on a woman who called the
police station, telling her that if she did not speak English she
was out of luck.

In 1984, three judges in Southem Califormnia ruled that court
clerks could not speak to their co-worker in Spanish, although
they were required to use Spanish to translate for the public.

In 1980, Dade County, Florida passed an ordinance which said
that county funds could not be used to pay for activities which
involved a foreign language or which promoted non-
"American” culture. This ended funding for ethnic festivals,
bilingual hospital services and signs.

*Information from Massachusetts English Plus coalition, 1990

&y e
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Suggestions for “Community Responds to English Only”

1. Cut reading into strips at perforated lines. Divide students into small groups or pairs. Give
cach pair or group a strip. (You might want to give less experienced readers a shorter reading,
more proficient readers a longer reading....)

2. Have each group read their strips. Assist with unfamiliar vocabulary or references. Have each
group summarize the reading in their own words and report to the rest of the class.

3. Make a list on newsprint of new vocabulary words so everyone can discuss and copy.

4. Have students as a class locate on a map the states mentioned in the readings. Prepare a wall
visual to keep up in the classroom. Run a string from the state to the slip of reading, as illustrated
below. As you or students locate more information in the news about effects of English only,
expand the visual.

5. Role Plays: Assign each student a state. Act out the English Only consequences, having
students "flesh out™ the kemel of information. Present to rest of the class.

neqT £OPY AVAILABLE
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8/20/90

To the Editor:

Last week, my nephew did not get a job because he does not
speak Spanish. The boss said that my nephew needed to speak
Spanish to talk to the other workers.

I am angry that this could happen in America. People can
speak their languages at home, but at work, school, and other
places, they should speak English. English is what holds
America together. If people don’t want to speak our language,
they should go home to their countries.

Sincerely,

,(a,w&, Dwchasdo

P.S. My parents were immigrants and they speak English.

version |



Immigrants and Work : Pre-reading activity for Letter to the Editor
(note: Version | and version 2 refer to levels of reading difficulty. The letters
contain the same content, but version 2 has slightly more difficult vocabulary.)

These questions get at some of the myths and fears people hold about immigrants.

Have the class discuss their opinions as & preparation for understanding the
concerns of the Ann Landers letter that follows.

Agree/Disagree

People get good jobs if they speak English.
People use their native languages at work when they are hiding something,
_____Immigrants are taking jobs away from U.S. born Americans.



8/20/90

To the Editor:

Last week, my nephew was turned down for a job because
he could not speak Spanish. The supervisor said that he would
not be able to communicate with the rest of the night janitors.

I am outraged that this could happen in America. I don’t
care what language people speak in their bs mes, but in the
public spheres of work, school, governmeu., etc., I think
everyone should have to speak English. English is what holds
America together. If people don’t want to speak our language,
they should move to a country where their language is spoken.
But we shouldn’t let them take over ours.

Sincerely,

olarry Plichact

P.S. My parents were immigrants and they speak English

version 2
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Discussion Questions for Letter to the Editor

How did Larry’s letter make you feel? Why?

What does Larry want?

Why is Larry angry?

How many languages do you think Larry speaks?

Do you agree that immigrants “don’t want to speak ‘our’
language?”

Why or why not?

Do you agree that people should only speak English in public?
Why or why not?

How would you answer Larry’s letter?

(See next page)
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Dear Larry,

Sincerely,
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Part III: English Plus
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English Plus

Many people are afraid of making English the official language. They are afraid
that if English is the official language, hospitals might not have translators. They
are afraid that bilingual education would be banned. They are afraid that they
could not speak their own language at work. No one knows what English Only
laws would mean, but many people think they are not a good thing for
immigrants.

Instead of English Only, many people want to see Massachusetts a state that
supports English Plus. They think that it is important to leam and speak English.
They think that it is important to have ESL classes. But they think it is not good
to eliminate other languages. They think that differences or diversity is a good
thing.

English Plus Coalition
The English Plus Coalition is a group of people who work to educate others about
English Only and English Plus. They think that English Only is a bad idea. They
believe tha: it is the right of every person in the country to speak his or her own
language in addition to English. They are not against people learning English.
But they are against making English the official language of Massachusetts.
This is what English Plus Coalition does:
1. They go on television to talk about English Only/English Plus

2. They write things about English Only/English Plus and mail them to people or
put them in the newspapers

3. They give talks about English Only/English Plus to different groups of people

4. They sell t-shirts that say Stop English Only: Support Language Rights so
people will wear them and talk about English Plus to other people

This is what they want to do:
1. They want more people to join the Coalition

2. They want to introduce an English Plus referendum so voters can vote to
support language rights.

3. They want to do more education to help people to understand the issues and
consequences of English Only/English Plus

Here is the flyer for the English Plus Coalition: (insert)



/"
LWl'at is Mass. English Plusa

ish Massachusetts English Plus is a s’ - tewide
Only Englls coalition of cencerned organizations .nd
2 individuals -- students, educators, community,
Spoken Here: labor and religious leaders dedicated to

promoting the values of our multilingual,
multicultural society

We believe it is the right of every resident of this
country to nurture his’her native language in
addition to English. We oppose any efforts to
declare English the offical language of
Massachusetts.

We support increased availability of English-
language learning opportunites so that all in our
society have access to English Plus - English,

2 wehich we recognize is the preeminent language
qﬁ_ﬂ - % in this country, plus the diverse languages and
Is this the cultures that have coexisted throughout the
country'shistory.
Massachusetts try shistory
we want? Please join Massachusetts English Plus. Help to

secure 8 Massachusetts that celebrates its
diversity of people not a state which suppresses
the freedom of its residents.

We don't need an official language

Massachusetts English Plus
27 Beach Street, #3B
Boston, MA 02111
(617) 357-4499

Official English= Official Bigotry

Note: English Plus Coalition has materials (fact sheets) abouT
English Only in other lang vages.
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English Plus Legislation

ive Nelson Merced has introduced legislation to say that
Sleal;;sce:uﬁns is a multi-lingual, multi-cultural state. This legislation says tpat
Massachusetts has always welcomed immigrants and that immigra.ms contribute a
lot to the state. It says that Massachusetts should promote diversity, but also
help people to leam English, too. It says that English is already the main or
dominant language of Massachusetts. There is no need to mgke English the
official language. It says that using different languages in business, government,
and for individual people is a good thing and should be protected, not
eliminated.

Here is a copy of the legislation:

The Commontuealth of fMassachusetts

IN THE YEAR ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND NINETY

4
1

———

RESOLVE

DECLARING IMMASSACHUSETTS A MULTI-LINGUAL,
MULTICULTURAL STATE,

ﬁesnlheb, THAT THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS IS A ,
MULTI-LINGUAL. MULTI-CULTURAL STATE.

WHEREAS,

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has traditionally welcomed the

diverse ethnic and linguistic communities that make up the Commonw s3lth
and the nation, and

WHEREAS,

these diverse ethnic and linguistic communities have eontributed greatly

to the vitality, social development and economic prosperity of the
Commonweslth, and

WHEREAS,
it is in the best interest of the Commonwesith to continue to promote

cultural and linguistic diversity slong with proficiency in the English lsnguage
for all its residents, and

WHEREAS,
English.is slready recognized as the predominant language of Massachisetty
and legislation imposing English as the only official langusge would impair

efforts to welcome the full participation in cur society of sif linguistic sng
cultura! groups,

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLYED THAT the use of diverse languages in
business, government and private sffairy, and the presence of diverse culiurey
Is welcomed, encoursged and protected in the Commonwealth of Massachusctis.

Presented by Reps. Merced, McDonough, Rushing, Fox, Grace, Jordan,
Owens-Hicks , Fitzgerald, Hildt, Thompson and Honan.
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Suggested Activitics:

Students:

--Read the proposed legislation.

--Find the paragraph that summarizes the law.

--Find the paragraph that states the law exactly.

--Find the paragraphs that give the reasons for the new law.

Instructor:

--Divide the class into four groups and give each group one of the paragraphs beginning with
"Whereas.” Ask them to interpret the paragraph as best they can and report back to the group.

--Discuss the strategies they used for finding the meaning.

--Have students underline vocabulary that is new for them. List the words on the blackboard and
have students guess their meanings based on the contextual clues in the reading. Then have them
look words up in the dictionary and compare their guesses with the actual definitions.
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What Can You Do?

You have read a lot of information about English Only and English Plus. What
do you think? What can you do about it? As a class, think of some ideas:

¥
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Here are some other ideas:

1. Join the Massachusetts English Plus Coalition. Here is the membership form.
English Plus Coalition will accept a group membership of your class or school so
you do not have to pay for the membership yourself. ‘

Membership Form:

R T T T Joln English Plus: ———
Q $10individual membership
Q $25 org. membership

Q donation $

Name
Address:
Telephone:
Would you like to volunteer time or resources?

Yes Q No Q
May we use your name on a public list of
supporters? Yes Q No QO
Mail form and check to:

usetts English Plus

27 Beach Street #3B, Boston, MA 02111
Tel: (617) 357-4499

1S
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2. Write a letter to the editor of the newspaper expressing your views on English
Only. You can write it as a whole class or by yourself. Before you write the
letter, discuss what you want to say. What do you want to say first -- What is
your main point? What are your reasons? What examples can you give? How
can you end the letter?

(Suggestion: to instructor:You might want to bring in samples of short letters to the editor to look
at format, argumentation, tone, style, clarity, etc.. You may also want to discuss audience and
purpose. Then you might want to take the students through a draft --ciearly stating a position,
giving reasons and support, concluding. This could be in outline form or draft form. Then
students can edit and rewrite it. )

Dear Editor:

Sincerely,

» e
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3. Write a letter to your representative or call his or her office, stating your
views on English Only legislation.

Suggestion: Have people look up their representative. Do role plays with phones.

Dear Representative

Sincerely,

ol
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Part 1V: Additional Resources
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Workers Center  if ,

September 1989

English Only is Alive and Well and Living in Massachusetls

Thedeadline has passed, and
the U.S. English forces have not
filed the necessary papers to put
an “English Only” referendum
on the ballot for 1990. Although
we are not threatened by a refer-
endum at this time, the English
Only threat is alive and well in
the form of state legislation and
in the daily experiences of the
immigrant comumunities.

Below are some examples of
how the English Only atmos-
phere can affect immigrant
workers and what people have
tried to do about it.

Copley Plaza Renames Maids

Immigrant maids at the
Copley Plaza luxury hotel are
asked to take on English names
which would be “simpler” for
customers to remember. A maid
named Esperanza Villegas was
renamed “Elsa.” Yin Wah Lee
became “Jane.”

As the hotel workers’ union
president Domenic Bozzotto
pointed out, this only occurs in
the back of the house, “where
people are treated as this name-
less, faceless work force.”

Jan Chovanec, the Copley
Plaza’s general manager, claims
that employees’ names are
changed only with their ap-
proval, butin fact many employ-
ees would feel compelled to
cooperate if asked to take on a
“nickname” by their supervisor.

The hotel workers’ union
Local 26 organized members
and supporters to call the Co-
pley Plaza manager and com-
plain.

Hospital Worker Harrassed
Mrs. Chan works in the

kitchen of a local government-
run hospital, cuting meat. Since
she speaks only Mandarin, she
can only say “hello” to her co-
workers. Nonetheless, she has
friendly relations with her co-
workers, who are all Latino and
Black immigrants.

Mrs. Chan's supervisor is a
whitemanwhoisalwaysyelling
at her because she doesn't speak
English. One day when the
supervisor was yelling at her,
Mrs. Chan decided to ignore
him. The angry supervisor
swore at her, picked up a piece of

~ -
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meat from the table, and threw it
ather. Mrs. Chan was outraged.
She threw the meat back at the
supervisor, but missed. At that,
the supervisor went up to Mrs..
Chan and hit her. Her face and
arms were left bruised and
scratched.

Mrs. Chan then went to the
manager to file a complaint
about her supervisor. Although
the manager had previously
advised her to ignore the super-
visor, even he expressed sup-
port for Mrs. Chan.

Mrs. Chan informed the
manager that she planned tosue
the supervisor in court.
Through CPA, she and her hus-
band contacted a dvil rights
lawyer. But the coworkers were
afraid to serve as witnesses,
making the investigation more
difficult. Mrs. Chan herself was
afraid to lose her job and did not
wanta longand time consuming
process. When the supervisor’s
lawyer proposed an out-of-
court agreement, she agreed.

Mrs. Chan dropped the law-
suit in exchange for a guarantee

continued on next page
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LawMandating
Use of English

By FELICITY BARRINGER
Sy tatie e New Youk Dimng .

WASHINGTON, Ieb. 7 .= A Faderal
district judye 1 Phocing has decdared
that the state's constituttunal wincud-
wend wakag L aghoh the language “of
afl paverninend fuix tons and urtoms'’ |
i Avieana is 4 vielation of fedirally
prute cted free speesh nighis.

Fhe decraon on Tuesday was the
fiest lepal serbiaek for the ufficiol Eng.
Hish  movement,  which  gathered
maenium i the laties part of the
198073, particutasly in the Sauth and
Suuthwest us those areas experienced
¢ Luge itlux of A s and Hispanic
nnigrants

The judge, Paul G Rosenblatt, ruled
that she Ariama amendiment “is a pro.
bidstam v the use of auny languupe
other than Engleh by all uflicers and
employees of sl political subdivisions
In Avszena white perfnrming their oflr.
tlal dnties * As such, Judge Rosenldutt
sald, it could Inhnbit legislators from
talklog 1o thelr constituents or Jinlges
feam performing marsiages In o lan-
giage other than Laglish,

Mofford Appruves of Ruling

Gov Ruse Muoffard, a Demociat who
strunyly opposed the 1988 compaign to
imernl the state vousthutim with thy
anghage provision, sawl she wonht m
appral the judge's ruling. 1 am boppy
she connts guled It unconstifutional
shie sald, adding that the fuw was
“flowe d from the beginning

Inihie ubsence of an appeat, Judge
Rusessblatd’s tuling sets @ legal puinct
ple that s Imnding unly m Arizona
Other luwsuis deating with the lan
gHage 1ssue apound the cutntry efthies

Conttaued From Page Al

H

_are in thelr einbryunic stages o1 do noy
deat directly with constitutional ques
Hons A suit that reached ihe Umited
'States Supreme Court st yueur was
Tdisimissedun a techaicatity,

Officials of US. English, a Washing
1ot based group that has speatheaded
;the umcinl-t-.'n’;lish drive, agreed that
*Judge Rosenblati's ruling was a sel

back, but satd they did nat expet o 1y
domnpen their cam nign in staie legis-
‘latures, ¢ ity councils and Congress,
 Fifteen states {n additon 10 Arjzong
have legal provisions makin English
the official language. Since 978, Ha-
walt has had a constitutional provision
makimg Enghsh and Mawastan the
state’s ollictol languagoes.

Last year, legistators in Suf{olk
County, NY, by a vole of 11 to 7, re-
. jectvd & incasure that sought (o make

inglish the county’s official language
and requared sthut most county business
be canducted only 1n Enghish A similar
measire was appoved in Novemsher in
Fowell, Muss, where thete has been
shut p ncrease  the number of Cam.
budian and Hispasic immsigsants.

Group Fouled In 1983

US. English was fouded in 1983 by
Jutin Tanton, with the strang support of
former Senutor S | Hayakawa of Cafy-
forma, a noled linginst whe s the
groap’s houorary chaiman. Mr. 1an.
ton is o Michigan nphthamologist who
In 1979 (wonded the Federation for
American Immigragon Refoym.

US Enghish emerged at a time of in.
cyeasing backiash apamst such feder.
allysupported programs as bilingnal
education and inulidmgual ballots Igs
message, that the prunacy of Euplish
nhd s 1ok as g bund wey ¢ thteatened,

Continuedan g HIG, Colunn |
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struck a chord with many people; the
Rroup said is dues-paying member.
ship has climbed from a few hundred to
350,000 in five years. :

By the end of 1988, 18 states had
dopted Isws or constitutional amend.
ments msking English their official
lanpuage. Bt & spokesman for US.
English said these fuws had Hitle or no
elfect on the day-1o-day nperations of
these governments, nor dJid they im.
unpe on previously enacted measures
'ske those mandating multilingual bal-
lais or court interproters for non-Eng.
lish speaking delendants In crimmnal
friais,

In Arfzoni, Maria-Kelly Yniguez, a
state insurance claims manager, de-
cided that speaking Spanish to cluim-
ants would rm her in ivgal jeopardy.
She then hled 3 constitutional chal-
lenge to the law., ;

Judge Rosenbiatt said Ms. Yniguesz's
scil censorship was *a product of her
Iegitimaie sensitivity to the perils
poscd” by the 1988 amendinent, A law
which reasonably results In such re-
sirittions is overbroad,” he said.

But there were repercussions outside
statv goverminents. 1n the San Gabriel
Valley of California, where communi.
fies h{e Mounterey Park have had an in-
flux of Cliinese and viher Asian immi-
grants, there huve been repeated pro-
pusals for laws banning or Himiting
conunercial business signs in lan-
guogesother than English,

Sisnllar Troubles Elsewhere

There have been simifar troubles in
the work place: a supermarket cashier
in Miami was suspended by his super-
visnr “lor speuking Spanish” on the
jub; a student employee at an Arizona

community college said s sccurug
Knard warued lnm not to speak Spunis

R

< A ™ m== — o -_—— T

'
Ju

. e Em. i ——— —

= !

Judge Voids Arizona Law b otivaiEpiint Lavs
-~ Creating Official Language RN
. Uhhe tage

.

SR
.‘ ) -
L L 4

N

‘4
| W Pessed [ Died in gistature ] No tegiviation
. o | B Pontiog - O3 Otedin commitive  E3 Pasesd Engiian pius
i:-c‘h'I‘- - '-.:.: [EDFY I T S S N O At .. =

during his funch bresk: Fllipino hospi-
tal employecs in Pomona, alif., said
they had becn not o speuk Tagalog
during their lun b breaks.

"“I'eople wiho support these laws are
ROt doing it oo an Keolngical basis,”
said John lHoriun, an associate profes.
sor of soclology ul the University of
California at 1.0s Angeles, wha Is shndy-
ing the effect of knmigrution on focal
gjmc:. “Peopic are Mlnﬁ,pl(rtmlsm.

veryone's for English being the basic
langauge.”

But, he sdded, “there are differences
In terms of the people who are support-
Ing it and the people who are organiz-
Ing for it.” And he noted that it Is "'in.
tercsting that the laws arpearwhen
there’s 8 massive influx o immigra.
tion and a concern aboui the Unlied
States’ rale tn the world.”

Katherine Ely, n communications
advisor for U S. Euglish, denied tha
the group’s campaige uad tad iss under-

REST COPY AVAILABLE
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lones. “"Twenty-five percent of wur
menibers  are  Immigrants  them.
scives,” she said. “Our members feel
that Enigish is the door 10 oppuriuni-
ty.”

y"cr colleague, rescarch and com-
munications direcior Yule Newnian,
sdded that “the faws are necessiary as
astatement of principle.”

But Robert Brischetto, executive di
recinr of the Southwest Voler e
scarch Project in Houstun, sald most
Hispanic Americans view the cam-
r'aign 25 “°a cultursl slap in the fisce of

ispanics.”

"Symbolicaily, it sends a message 10

Hispanics that we don't want you (o
bring your culiural baggage with you
when you Immigrate,"” Mr. Brisvhelto
said.
“You cannol coerce unlty,” said
Martha Jimency, anofficial uf the Mex-
lcan-American Legul Delense Fund in
Washingtea, ““There is no threat to the
English l:.;ngu_ngc, .

EEEE e e L E——
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Filipino workers upset over
English-Only policy

by Mary Akamine

An English-onty policy dictated bv
memo within Harporview Medical
Center has aused concern smong Fili-
P workers, who feel the policy
unwarranted,

MarvAnne Olmstead, sccounting
manoger at Harborvew, sent an incer-
geparamental policy memo on Septemn-
ber 25 which stated that “English is the
ondy language 10 be spoken in the de-
partment of Ceneral Accounang dur-
ing work hours.”

The memo was issued in response 10
# compilamt filed by an sccounant in
Harborwiew’s Accounts Pavable section,
located in ihe Nippon Kan/Kobe Park
Building.

Six out of the seven workers in Ac-
counts Pavsdle sre Filipino. The oniy
section’sonly Caucasian = a woman of
French Canadian background - filed

‘thve Compisint appareniy out ot & feei-

ing that she was being excluded {rom
on-the-ob information. It was tiled with
the Human Rights Office at the Univer-
sity of Washington, and brought to the
attennion of Accounts Manager Olm-
stead.

Alfter the memo was issued, Flipino
workers in the deparanent requested it
be repealed.

Theysay that distinguishing between
work and non-related conversanons i
not easy. If someone taiks 0 them in
Engiish. iheir natural would
be 10 speak in English. "But when 2
feilow Filipinocails, the use of the Taga-
log language comes naturally.”

Olmsresd mamnnained the policy,

thatihe English-only ruie, etfectiveoniy
dunng work hours, was “Tor tusiness
s ™ Premms ran fa Hervervies” on pege §

W'l e Clakin s Harbon‘iE'N
:/;/?c conansed from frant page

purposes”; and the most recent of fanu-
arv 17 erersfiard that dunne work hours,
Englsh mustbe spoken ‘wien discuss-
ing work-related matters.”

Fatlure  compiy with the policy, the
january 12 memo sad, “will be cause
for disaplinary acton.”

Disgptinary action. acconding to
Olmstead, would come after verbal
counseling and a letter of counseiing,
“It wouid be 3 number of times talking
to them and finding out what the situ-
soon is,” she sad.

She insists any momtonng for viola-
tions wouid be done on an "Informai
basts™ and that ¥ would be “rodifferent
than monitcnng any of the English.
speaking Caucanans,”

Bur the workers (eed threatened. “We
are in & hostile environment.” said one
worker, who asked 10 remain umdens-
fled. “No one wants t0 be subjected to
disciplinary action for spesking thar
own language.”

The workers arealsoconcerned about
moruionng: “The thing that wouid be
happerung,” said one. “would be that
people would be watching over your
shouidery all of the tme.”

Under federsi law, discnmunation
based on an indindual’s “race. color.
religion, sex, or naconal onpn” is un-
lawtuisccording to the 1964 Cvai Righs
Act. Title VIL

The legality of Engiish-only rules in
the workplace has been the subject of
several court cases which address ¢
connectionbetween natenal onginand
language: and the Equal Opportumy
Commussion{ EECCQ) — an empiovment.
MONIOTING agency estabiished by the
Civil Rights Act = has rssued maor
policy guxdelines regarding English-
oniy nules in the workplace,

According to EEOC Curdelines Sec-
tion 1608.7, English-only ruies sre dis-
anmunatory when they areappiied atail
times, but may be appiied ac cermin
tirmes when the empiover “anshow the
ruie is justnfied by business necesmity.”

‘The 1ssue of Dusiness necessity’ has
been the ranonsie used by Oimstead in
her memo-dictated policies.

“A lot of the conversanons that a

r.v
{’ (9
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person mught have that are business-
reiatec] mieht have an erfect ON another
mdividual,” sheexplaned. “Someooyv
might make a rerererxce o somethung
that s gOIng On — whetherit's acheckor
a0 invoite ~= and then somebodv eise
mught say they actuaily have that in-
voice O that they bave that checi.”
But workers in the oifice say that the
amount of informacaon shared 1 the
office is nOt as great as it MAY seem.
Although therr obs are uoular in na-
ture, they actually work independently,
handiing different sets of vendors.
One worker adds that, "I vou do
like & devtstion from the
policy, it's reaily cbvious, We have o
answer not oniy to the hoapetal butalso
to King County. Youjustaan tdo what-
ever you want becuse it My © go
through a process, and there's a good
sens® of check-and-balance within the

The only thing the workers sav thev
want i3 the wathdrawal of sil three
memos. A formal complaint i3 not
pisnned 33 vet. however.because they
have chosen (o seitie the problem in a
“more subtie way.”

Diany Corstiles, Pressdent of the Fili-
pino Amencan Political Aczon Group
of Washington (FAPAGOW?, sard fus
group will investrgste the matter. “This
i$ & very serious madent that doesn 't
involvenst ~hesaid. Thebaswe
spproachof FAPAGOW, Corniiles says.
is 10 look at the prodiem “in a profes-
sional manner with the end in view of
what con dedone.” ’

One of the things the group hooes 10
dos puil in suppore fromother Filicino
Amencn orgamzanons such as e
Filipino Amencan Caugus.

Qasnified Statf Association 928. Serv-
ice Emplovees intermarional (AFL-CO)
represents seversl of the workers.
Spokesperson Mariene Medregoss savs
the umon 1 concerned about the issue.

Management 3 usuaily supposed 10
consuit with workers before insutunng
policy changes. she said. The English-
only memo could prove to be ‘verv di-
visive 11y the workpiace,” she added. ~it
doesn { provide 3 good satmosphere.”



cf

g
all

me.
¥. ‘On,
§0 right

* The fiell e wowict

Ha0rMmen

were  labeled

M"B&;

n to the next

mm mmmmm

o
PR i mmm SIHIHE
mm af i T T A
A

one he already
mean, this guy

meone who fled the

rarely secs eve-
Wough their workioad has
some clerk at the

giving him & name

they didnt wam

the same thin
smpathy 0 our

from now on

call ys Tom.

aster for

fo tother trying to pro.

plays
four to founce the

he name game

From Page 1
her ehem,

.. Ellis isiand

gur'd de crasy So

gfonna
why should 3 cha

40 '8 ¢

Do you think he'd sa

sure. Domense,

speaks

she knew
membery by ideir given
ahead’
e

fames. Tot ihe

mentreds. deiimen
thev all have down time.
100. Why not «lash the -
hours! But of rourse, the.
werent quite & willing -
200 our pent. §i 8 easter -
dispenae wilh samecne th-
timesheely and worx
PETER GELZINIS

the. house.

;

wate hmacf. Crachosic

situation. |

ls »

tyranny of 3 communist
vakia, I think.

Mm, ‘Hey.

masd feef nav different™

r I'm
s minfmum o
uw

d
lhcir
"hﬂfmun

Uiy

wm«

m “What i, say. Bardars

nNght  andlwalked |
8 "ol nogotiation and 1 eaid o

parenis des-
cn

bR It il
Tl mm m i Hiinitis .
mmmwmw w m_mmmwmm mm izt wmw.wmﬁm i m itk

mbermaid) staly
howurs &
a8 Aour, Rt
1 4

Wah Cliv ig he

nnme ’K’f

But should you eves

mmum

m

towed on her hadl & worid
away

‘mm

W

Mve he oeeuim D run
wwu
towsis, wh
bu'
W
l‘u
he
ennam her
yean
‘l‘naum
Ms best Imitation of Marte
Antoinette, chamber-
xum We

m

43

Howie Carr is on vacation

8 96eg o) winy PRISI BUIEY 1Y 10 UOISIaA POZIIBUY UM JBRIO YIOM SPIOY BYICH BIDIBH PIEW JOI0H HIQUO OL aivw
01 pauuid 8] wq,, Yiim L0 Ao ung
Paqueasy) Sn pajuvd-plod
v ‘ewmood Aiayee ¢, Lajdony
) u) gpoq umop suaIR)
sudnA szuvasadey

o NG, 8]
ussojjun -%EE»SE:._U
€141 )0 o} 3yj o1 pauuyd
wzuld £aydon aweu ayy
Mg 'pojied aq oy Japaad
naye Jeym g guy) ‘junba

aam sduggy e
) put ‘zagja1g wuyy
~31AIIy ¥ 3wy 10

SINIZY3D Y3134 &g
LU002dwy Ago0yg.,
S_.SM..N..._. —_

ON BV 13Y Mouy
ouofaas ng .7y Jiavaay

Pol1u3 oye pno aau:
Svat owtnu 12y -

sprewt

M
Jwied
dweu

S0

YT

(e

r

REST COPY AVAILABLE

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E\.



UNITY

For Peace, Justice, Equality & Socialism

ENGLISH-ONLY TARGETS MASSACHUSETTS

A dangerous political cloud has
formed over the national landscape which

threatens to drown the U.S. in a flood of
racist and anti-immigrant hysteria. This
storm cloud is the English-Only movement,
seeking to pass English-Only laws in
enough states to force the passage of a U.S.
constitutional amendment making English
the “Offidal Language” of the U.S. This
movement has come to Massachusetts.

Language Equality in
Massachusetts

Already anti-immigrant and minority
attacks and ideology are all too real in our
state, one with large Portuguese, Spanish,
Chinese, Creole, Vietnamese and Khmer-
speaking communities. INS raids, acts of
anti-Asian violence, cuts to multi-lingual
social services and education programs, and
attacks by political figures such as George
Kouloheras and John Silber are only a few
examples which describe the current politi-
cal atmosphere in which English-Only
forces operate.

The English-Only movement and the
passage of an English-Only referendum in
Lowell is one of the latest and more organ-
ized attempts in the Reagan-era by right-
wing forces in Massachusetts to shut lin-
guistic minorities out of the political proc-
ess. Backed by resources from the national
English-Only organization, U. S. English,
Kouloheras was successful in fanning up
racist sentiment in Lowell and taking ad-
vantage of people’s ignorance of the issue in
to pass his bill.

Upon the passing of Lowell’s referen-
dum, Kouleharas vowed to see the passage
of statewide legislation making English the
“Offidal Language” of Massachusetts. With

this, multi-lingual social and government
services and bilingual education programs
may be banned. Equal rights, services, and
access for linguistic minorities could be
denied. Situations such as 911 operators
refusing to answer callers in any language
other than English, as had happened in Eng-
lish-Only Florida, could be the norm.

Why English-Only,
Why Now?

To understand the roots of the English-
Only movement, we must look at the chang-
ing U. S. economy. With its general decline
in the world economy since the 1960's,
American monopoly capitalism has sought
to maintain its profits by attacking and
further exploiting workers, minorities, im-
migrants, and women. This was the basis of
the Reagan-era onslaught of union-busting
attempts, anti-immigrant laws, erosion of
women and minority rights, and massive
cuts in sodial programs. In addition, Ameri-
can capitalism has invested much of its
long-term future in the South and South-
west, hoping to exploit those region’s low
wages and natural resources. Industry,
population, and political power have been
shifted to the “Sun Belt” in this last decade.

The powers-that-be worry about the
profound implications of minority empow-
erment movements to these strategies.
These movements would threaten the ex-
pansion of the lower stratum of the working
class, those working more and paid less.
Greater Latino political representation could
mean higher corporate taxes, stricter envi-
ronmental laws, more stringent health and
safety legislation in the Southwest, all of
which jeopardize the glittering profit mar-

(over)
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gins of corporate America. English-Only is
an effort to undermine the growing Latino
political empowerment movement.

Who is Behind English-Only?

U.S. English is the main force behind
English-Only. It was formed in 1981 and
was initiated and lavishly funded by the
Federation for American Immigration
Reform (FAIR), an anti-immigration group
whose founders fear that Latinos will take
over the US.

While U.S. English claims that Eng-
lish-Only legislation is intended to unite
the American people with one language,
their proposals will effectively undermine
Latino, Asian and other linguistic minori-
ties’ welfare and political advancement.
They oppose funding for multi-lingual
social services, government communica-
tion with non-English speakers, interpreter
services in court, multi-lingaal ballots, and
advocate for restrictions on bilingual edu-
cation. English-Only advocates particu-
larly target bilingual education programs.
Bilingual education strengthens the con-
sciousness of linguistic minorities and their
ability to resist. By eliminating these pro-
grams, it will be impossible for four mil-
lion non-English g children to get
any kind of effective education. If they are

‘unprepared to compete in a highly techni-
cal job market, they will just have to keep
on cleaning office and hotel rooms for
minimum wage and less. The English-
Only movement is a tool with which
American capitalism can crush the ability
of linguistic minority communities, espe-
cially in the Southwest, to fight for their
rights.

English-Only laws have already
passed in 17 states. As part of its national
strategy, English-Only forces need to win a
statewide referendum in a northeastern
state and is currently targeting Massachu-
setts and New York.

English-Plus Gains Momentum

As powerful and well-funded as U.S.
English and the English-Only movement
are, they are not invincible. Already sev-
eral of U. S. English’s national spokesper-
sons have resigned, including Waliter
Cronkite and Linda Chavez. English-Only
measures have been defeated in more than
12 state legislatures, induding Colorado,
Oklahoma, and Texas. In New Mexico, the
author of the proposed English-as-the-offi-
dal-language legislation voted against her
own bill because of strong public pressure
from the progressive community. To date,
New Mexico, Washington, and Michigan
have succeeded in becoming English Plus
states, and Arizona courts recently over-
turned its English-Only laws. .

The question for mincrity peoples in
the U.S. has never been whether or not to
assimilate. Rather it has been whether this
society allows for their truly equal and vol-
untary integration, and for the creation of a
multi-national culture. If minority peoples
are segregated, it is because monopoly
capitalism has excluded them from full
participation in the economic, political,
social, and cultural life of society. True de-
mocracy which includes full democratic
rights, equal economic and educational
opportunity— not forced assimilation— is
the basis by which to unite the American
people. .

For Latinos, Asians and other linguis-
tic minorities, the struggle for language
rights is a democratic one—~ a struggle to be
able to choose. Say no to English-Only !
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